John Fiske

at present. Seeing his evident embarrassment, she
delicately gave him to understand that she was not
engaged to be married. Feeling that it would be
impertinent to press for further explanation of the
nature of her obligations, Fiske let the matter of the
correspondence rest for the present. By her gra-
cious manner Miss Brooks placed him at his ease,
and on his leaving, she thanked him for his visit,
telling him that she would be in Boston for a few
days previous to going to Chicago, and that it would
give her pleasure to see him there.

Fiske returned hopeful if not confident. What
could be the nature of the obligation Miss Brooks
was under? Was it a promise to some member of
her family given to protect her from all " entangling
alliances/' or was it a bit of womanly tactfulness or
reserve thrown out as a protection against a rather
impetuous suitor? In either case he felt that he had
made decided progress in his suit. He had enlarged
his knowledge of the conditions, and he had an-
nounced his purpose, which had not been rejected.
Further than this, he had found Petersham the most
delightful place he had ever seen; that the Brooks
family and homestead fitly represented the best
type of the pure New England character; and that
Miss Brooks, in her own home, appeared to much
better advantage even than on the occasion of his
chance meeting with her in Cambridge. He deter-
mined, therefore, to follow up his suit on the visit of
Miss Brooks to Boston.
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